SLOAN 2007
ChrIstmas Newsletter
Well another amazingly busy year
just flown by. I’m too busy half
the time to stop!!

own garden has been severely
neglected this year – I still haven’t
lifted the summer potatoes!!

We had a lovely Christmas at
Mum’s and Boxing Day at Keith’s
Mum’s. The New Year however
didn’t start well as sister Julie
ended up in hospital with
pneumonia and has never really
shaken it off. As a result it
appears to have triggered ME, so
now the long haul to fitness
begins!

I also look after various pets or
gardens when owners are away &
still take cycling proficiency at
school.
I think I need to study closely to
see if I’m doing too much!!!!!
Looking back through the
calendar was quite exciting – so
many things I’d forgotten!!

Work
I am still working as Village Hall
Manager. The Hall is very busy at
the moment and can really
dominate life. I’m very aware that
Hannah is very begrudging that
the Hall is nicking valuable
Mummy time and perhaps I need
to delegate a little more!! The
trouble is I get paid for it ….
I’m still gardening and have tried
to keep to just a few regulars &
part timers. That too can fill up a
lot of time and consequently our

Keith & I went to see Judy Tzuke
and I felt like aged fuddy duddy
as I couldn’t cope with the noise
level!!
We are members of a tennis club
near Mum’s so when we’re
staying, we can easily walk to the
local courts. I won 2 tickets to
Wimbledon on their ticket raffle
& so Kate & I spent a day there &
saw some amazing tennis.
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The Flower Show saw the Sloans
lifting the trophies!! I final
managed to crack the miniature
Flower arrangement trophy which
together with some good photo
results clinched me the Craft
Salver!! Hannah was also able to
walk away with the cup for her
age group.
Mum
In September, Mum & I went off
to Rutland for a few days & went
around Geoff Hamilton’s
Barnsdale Gardens. I thoroughly
enjoyed it and it was really nice
spending quality time with Mum.
Unfortunately, when she arrived
back at her house, she fell. A
doctor declared just bruising but 2
weeks later it was confirmed that
she had actually fractured her
femur. This led to a partial hip
replacement which was done very
quickly and successfully but
whilst in hospital Mum suffered a
minor stroke. This has deprived
her of vision to her right side and
she’s having to learn to adjust to a
different world where the righthand side is missing. It has also
meant that driving is out of the

question so again some huge
adjustments to be made.
Anyway, Julie & I are going to
take her out Christmas shopping
so hopefully that will really give
her a boost and give her something
to which to look forward!
We are hosting Christmas this year
so we will make various rearrangements to the household so
Mum can have a bedroom
downstairs.
Boule
The boules season has had its ups
and downs and for once the
Sloan’s were not collecting
silverware! Keith & I decided to
part for the pairs to play with our
daughters and I have to say that
although Hannah & I didn’t win
our match, we really put the
frighteners onto 2 quite able
Gents!! Good for Hannah!!!
Kate & Keith fared better winning
their first match and were
narrowly defeated in the next
losing by 1 point. The opposition
were really rattled!!
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Holiday

backside … yes ouch indeed!!!
Over the week, Tess had a couple
of mishaps and Keith had to pull
her from the canal twice.
Hannah

We had a lovely holiday on the
Llangollen Canal. Keith’s Mum
joined us and enjoyed the holiday
but was in pain all the time having
almost slipped off the barge on
our first day. Mind you, the rain
did become a bit of an issue but
when the sun did come out, it was
lovely!

I also joined the pain ranks after
Tess managed to pull me down a
flight of cast iron steps on my

At football Hannah saw success
being named Player of the Year
for her age group. She had played
really well all year holding the
team together at the back and the
recognition was well deserved!
She’s now moved up to the U12s
and continues to really enjoy her
football.

At school, Hannah went on a
sailing week at the end of the
summer and was able to sail
single-handed by the end of the
week. We tried to re-enforce this
newly acquired skill but the
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weather during the summer did
not lead to a lot of sailing down at
Mudeford. In the Autumn her
class went on a week’s residential
in the New Forest where they had
a great time looking after animals,
making shelters etc. When they
actually do some work she’s doing
well and needless to say the work
load is cranking up as the beloved
SATS approach!!
Hannah’s now in her last her at
Primary so we’ve been doing the
rounds looking at Secondary
Schools. Fortunately around here
we have some very good ones and
it scarcely matters. However she’s
plumped for the school Kate’s at
and so now we wait to hear if we
will be successful – sometime in
March I believe!!
Kate
Kate managed to get very good
marks in her SATS and has now
embarked on her GCSE work. If
she reaches the projected Grades,
she will do very well indeed. Her
school report is just excellent, not
at all like her parents. In May
she’ll be out on work experience
one week architects one week

vets, both of which I’m sure she’ll
enjoy.

Together, Kate & I have joined the
local badminton club and we have
a lot of fun on Thursday
evenings. Kate has been learning
to play guitar but that will come to
an end soon as there’s not enough
time for everything!!
She’s due to have the braces on
her teeth taken off & can hardly
wait!! It’s been a long time
coming!!
During the summer, Kate spent 2
weeks at Canterbury Uni. on an art
course. Her School had money to
pay for 2 places on NAGTY
(National Gifted & Talented
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Youth) courses for eligible
students to be drawn from a hat. It
took a huge amount of persuasion
to get Kate to even enter her name
& when she secured a place, it
must be said she really didn’t
want to go!! However, she had the
time of her life and has become a
much more self confident young
lady in the process!!
Kate was a member of the
Football squad that won the
Hampshire Schools cup. They
were all really pleased as they had
to beat the previous winners and it
was a close run thing!! She’s now
been offered a place to go on a
sports tour to South Africa in
2009 after her exams which will
be a great way to finish her time
at Perins! .
Sloan Family
We popped up to see Graham &
Sally’s new house in Suffolk with
three paddocks and stabling. Sally
is without doubt in her element
with a growing menagerie and
Graham looked more relaxed than
I’ve seen him in a long time!

Rochester run by Colin Bradley
who is a genius with pastel
pencils!! The results were
amazing and both Kate & Doreen
were chuffed to pieces with the
standard they had achieved.
Judith is now in the clear after
chemotherapy and now
recovering after reconstructive
surgery.
Lee & Ali had a naming
ceremony for their children and it
was lovely. Nothing like births
marriages & deaths to bring
families together!!
Brian and Elaine are slowly
coming to terms with the family
fleeing the nest.
Unfortunately, we were unable to
go along to celebrate Sarah &
Tom’s engagement as it fell on
the same date as we had chosen
for the girls’ joint birthday party!
They had decided to have a duel
at Laser Quest. It was a really fun
thing to do ‘tho I do think that
maybe some adults may have got
a little too involved and forgotten
it was only a game!!!

Keith’s Mum & Kate also went
together to an art course in
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At the beginning of December,
Keith & I went on an IBM
retirees’ trip to Lille to the
Christmas Market. I have to say
that it was a little disappointing the market in Winchester was far
more interesting!! However,
despite the 23 hr day, it was an
interesting venture and our choice
of lunch venue was extremely
good!! Apparently, next year
we’re off to Bruges.
Keith
Keith passed his OU Maths
Diploma getting a distinction in
his second year. He then started
into the next phase of OU Maths.
However after a few months he
found he wasn’t enjoying it so
much plus the prospect of another
4 years and cost was too much, so
he is giving it a break!! He started
some electronic project related to
photography and ended up going
to the local Ham radio club for a
talk on the PIC microchips he was
using. As a result he joined the
club and has passed the initial
exam & will be able to go live on
air just as soon as he’s given his
Christmas presents!!

Keith & Kate have joined
Winchester Art Club. Keith has
also enjoyed going to various art
demos – sometimes with Kate &
other times on his own as Kate
often has too much homework.
Will he start daubing soon? We’ll
keep you posted!!
We had our lounge redecorated
and although the colours haven’t
changed, it’s really brightened the
place up!!
Hope you all have a lovely
Christmas & hope that 2008 is
kind to you.
Love from Jenny, Keith, Kate &
Hannah and a woof from Tess!!
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